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Thanl you very nwch. T am appreciative of the privilege
that General Smith has offered me, to come over here and moie e few
reperke to this organizaticn. I am, naturally, very much iuterested
in it.

When I becamc Presideunt -- if you don't mind ue reniniscing
& little bit -~ therc was no concentration of informition for the
benefit of the President. Each depertment snd ecch oiganization
had itz own informotion service, und that infoinetion service was
walled off from every cther service in such a manner that whenever
it was necessary for the President to have infoimation, he had to
send to two or three department: to cet i%, and then he would have
to have sarebody do a little diggiog to get it-

The affalrs of the Presidential Office, so far as infor-
nation was concerned, were in such shape that it wes necessary for
ne, when I took over the (Office, to read a stack of documents that.
high, and it took me three months to get caught up,

Only two people oround the White House really knew what
was golng on in the military affairs deparinent, and they were
Admirel Leahy and idmiral Brown., I wouid taik to them every
morning and try to get all the information I could. And finally
one moxning.I had a conversation with Admirel Lealiy, and suggested
to hin that there should be a Coniral ellizerce /\wency, for the
benefit of the whole govcrnmcnm%ﬁm of the
Prosident, so he could be informed.

fnd the ;dmira) and I preceeded to try to work out &
program. It has werked very successfully. W have an Intelllgence
informetion service now tha® I think is not iuferior to any in
the world.

We have the Centrol Intelligence Aguncy, 2nd ell the intel-
1lijence “nformation agencies in all the rest of the departments of
the government, coordinated by that “entral Intelligence Agency.

This agency puis the infermetion of vital importancas to the Presi-
dent in his hands. He hts to knov whot is goirg on everywhere at
home and abroad, so that he can intelligenily roke the decislons
that ore neceesary to keep the government running .

I don't think anyone realizes the irmensity of the prob-
lens that face o President of the United States.

It was my privilege & few doys ago to brief the Genernl
who is going to teke over the Office cn the 20th day of Junuary,
and he was rather appalicd at all thnt the Fresident needs to know
in order to reamch decisions -- cven domestic decisions.

E. must know cxactly what is implied by what he does.
The President mokes o decision cvery day that cau arfect anyvhere
Prem 100 million to & billion end a half people. It is a tremen-
dous responsibility.

And I don'u think many of you realize the position in which:
this great country is, in this da; and age.

¥W. are at the ton, and the leader of the free world --
sonething that we did not anticipat:, scmething that we did not want,
but something that has been forced on us., It is a responsibility
which we ghould have assumed in 1920, We did not assure it thern.
We have to assume it nov, because it has again been thrust on uc.
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It %3 our Guty, under Heaven, to contipnue that leadership in the
manner that will prevent e third world war --'which would mean the
end of civilizatlon. The weapons of destiuction have become so
powerful and so terridle that we can't even think of anothor all-
out var, It would then bring into the war not only the fighting
men -- the people who are {raincd as Jighiters -~ bud the whole
zivilion population of every country involved would be more thor-
cughly exposcd to death and destruction tban would the men at the
Tront,

That is what we have to think about carefully. You ar:
the orzanizaticn, you are the intelligence arm that keeps the
Executive informed so he can make decisions that always will be in
the public interest for his own country, hoping always that it will
save the frec worid from invelvencrt with the totaliturien countrics
in an all-cut var -- 2 terridle ihing to ceontemplate.

Those of you who are deep in the Contral Intelligence
Agaohicy ¥mow vhat goes on around the world ‘-~ Y%now vhet is necessary
Tor the President 4o know every morning., I am bricvfcd cvery day on
all the world, on cverything that talkes place from onc cnd of the
werld to the other, all the way sround -~ by both the poles and the
other way. It is necessary that you make that contribution for the
welfare and benefit of your goverrment.

I came over here to tell you how appreciative I am of the
gervicu vhich I redeived as the Chief Executive of the greatest
Naticn in the history of the world. You may not know it, but the
Presidential Office is tho most powverful Office that has ever
¢xisted in the history of this great world of ours. Cenghis Khen,
Augustus Ceesax, gicat Nopoleon Bonaparte, or Louls Fourtcenth --
or any other of the great leaders and executives of the world -=-
can't ¢ven compare with what the President of the United States
himself 1s'responsible for, vhen he makes & decision. It is an
0ffice that is without perellel in the histoxry of the world,

That is the principal rzason why I am so anxious that
1 ©e o continuing preposition, end that the successor to me, and
the successor to him, can carry on as if no election had ever
taken place.

That is the prospect that we are faced with now. I om
glving this President -- this new President -- more information
thon any other President cover had when he went into Office.

Y~u gentlemon =- ond ladics -- arce contridbuting to that
ability of minc to be¢ able o do that. I am extromely thankful
to you. I think it 1s gocd that some of you have found out just
exactly what a tremendgus organization Intelligerice has to be in
this day and age. You can't run the govermment without it.

Keep up the good werk. And when my sucegssor talies over,
1 want. you to give him Just the same loval serviece that you have
given meo, and then *the country will go forwerd as 1t should.

Thoak you very much.
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